
Quick Start with Ally for Instructors 
Improve the usability and accessibility of your content 

Your class is full of diverse students with unique learning abilities. Providing 
them with more accessible original content means they can choose formats 
that work best for them: HTML for improved reading on mobile phones, 
Electronic Braille for the visually impaired, and Audio for learning on the go. 
Ally automatically scans your original content, and performs a series of steps to 
make them more accessible.  

• Generate alternative formats for students to download 
• Provide accessibility scores 
• Give instructor feedback on how to improve your accessibility score 

Typically, you should see your accessibility score within 15-90 seconds. This may 
take longer if your content is complex, or if you have a lot of course content and it is 
being assessed all at once. 

Alternative formats  

Ally creates alternative formats of your course files based on the original. These 
formats are made available with the original file so students can find 
everything in one convenient location. 

You don’t need to do anything. The alternative formats are created for you. If 
you want, you can disable alternative formats for any individual content item 
for whatever reason. 

Select the menu beside your file and select Alternative formats to see the 
different formats available and to disable them. 

Accessibility score indicators  

Ally measures the accessibility of each file attached to your course and shows 
you at-a-glance how it scores. Scores range from Low to Perfect. The higher 
the score the fewer the issues. 

•  Low: File is not accessible and needs immediate attention. 

•  Medium: File is somewhat accessible and could use improvement. 



•  High: File is accessible but could be improved. 

•  Perfect: File is accessible. No improvement needed. 

For files with Low to High scores, Ally shows you the issues and gives a step-by-
step guide on how to fix them. 

Find a file and select the Accessibility score. Follow the steps in front of you to go 
step-by-step. Select All issues to see every issue in the file and decide what 
issues to fix first. 

Select All issues if you want to see how much each fix will improve the 
accessibility of the file. 

Instructor feedback  

Ally provides you detailed feedback and support to help you become an 
accessibility pro. Learn about accessibility issues, why they matter, and how to 
fix them. Green is the goal!  

Select the Accessibility score to open the instructor feedback. Follow the steps 
in front of you to go step-by-step. Select All issues to see every issue in the file 
and decide what issues to fix first. 

Select All issues if you want to see how much each fix will improve the 
accessibility of the file. 

 



 

Course Universal Design Report  

The course universal design report acts as a complement to the existing 
accessibility indicators. It provides an accessibility summary and overview at 
the course level. 

The report shows instructors this useful information: 

• Accessibility score for the course 
• Distribution of course content by content type 
• List of all issues identified in the course 

Instructors see their course content items that have issues. Instructors can 
then access the instructor feedback from the report to fix the issue. 

The report helps instructors determine priority and gives options for order of 
fixing. For example, content with most severe issues first or start with content 
that's easiest to fix. 



 

 
 Watch an Instructor Overview of Ally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://cdnapisec.kaltura.com/html5/html5lib/v2.96.2/mwEmbedFrame.php/p/1728581/uiconf_id/25601301/entry_id/1_js3nqpsz?wid=_1728581&iframeembed=true&playerId=kaltura_player&entry_id=1_js3nqpsz&flashvars%5bstreamerType%5d=auto&flashvars%5blocalizationCode%5d=en&flashvars%5bleadWithHTML5%5d=true&flashvars%5bsideBarContainer.plugin%5d=true&flashvars%5bsideBarContainer.position%5d=left&flashvars%5bsideBarContainer.clickToClose%5d=true&flashvars%5bchapters.plugin%5d=true&flashvars%5bchapters.layout%5d=vertical&flashvars%5bchapters.thumbnailRotator%5d=false&flashvars%5bstreamSelector.plugin%5d=true&flashvars%5bEmbedPlayer.SpinnerTarget%5d=videoHolder&flashvars%5bdualScreen.plugin%5d=true&flashvars%5bhotspots.plugin%5d=1&flashvars%5bKaltura.addCrossoriginToIframe%5d=true&&wid=0_oapqwh0x

